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When I first met Danielle Aldred, she was a beautiful, sparkly 11-year-
old dancer in our Junior Company. Now sixteen and a veteran leader 
in our Apprentice Corporation, Danielle is one of the most responsible, 
conscientious and courageous young dancers on our team. The past two 
years have been overwhelming for Danielle as she’s learned to carry the 
weight of the world on her perfectly balanced shoulders. Teenage pressures, 
family challenges, caring for her siblings, and juggling her many academic and 
artistic commitments caused Dani to suffer constant migraines. The stress of 
adult responsibilities seemed to ring out like a chorus in her mind, “you are not 
enough.”

Danielle found refuge at Moving in the Spirit, her safe place, and continued 
to grow despite some hostile circumstances beyond her control. Through her 
leadership and resiliency, she earned a spot on our 2010 Tour, which included 
an incredible stop at Sallie Smith’s mountain retreat in Highlands, North 
Carolina.

As we drove up the steep gravel hill toward Sallie’s home, I glanced in the 
rearview mirror of the van and saw panic on Danielle’s face. “Where are we 
going?” Danielle asked nervously. Behind her million-dollar smile was a city 
girl allergic to nature and afraid of the outdoors. Over the roar of the van’s 
engine, I responded with fervor, “We are going to the mountains so that each 
of us can find our mission and calling in life! We will create artistic work that 
has been waiting to be born!” Dani immediately responded, “You mean we 
will be outside?” As the dancers poured out of the passenger van, Danielle 
suspiciously surveyed her surroundings before letting her feet touch the 
ground.



After two short, glorious days in the mountains, I heard laughter and shrieks 
of joy from Danielle and her friends as they explored the land and their hearts. 
Each dancer adventured, risked and worked hard to create dance solos that 
revealed their wondrous spirits. “Where are you showing your solo, Dani?” I 
asked, expecting to head into the house. Our eyes met and she said, “Outside 
by the lake, in the grass.” That day, I witnessed the sacred come down and 
fill the souls of Danielle and her fellow dancers, opening up their worlds, as 
mountain angels watched their movement epiphanies and applauded through 
pine-coated arms. I felt the weight and worry lift from Danielle as she freed 
herself from the enormous challenges she left behind in the city. I watched 
Danielle Aldred embrace all that she is, transform and be forever changed.

I am so honored that you make experiences like this possible for hundreds of 
young people in our community. You create miracles every day. Thank you for 
continuing to support Moving in the Spirit’s young leaders as they change the 
world in profound ways.

Sincerely,

Dana Lupton 
Executive & Artistic Director



Mission and Vision
Moving in the Spirit is a nationally recognized youth development 

program that uses dance as a vehicle to positively transform the lives of 
children and teens in Atlanta, Georgia. Through programs that integrate 

high quality dance instruction with performance, leadership and mentor 
opportunities, Moving in the Spirit impacts over 200 children and teens 
annually, encouraging them to overcome the obstacles they face each 
day and realize the potential for their lives. Ultimately, Moving in the Spirit 
educates, inspires and unites young people through dance, in order to 
help them become successful and compassionate leaders.

Population Served
In the 2009-2010 program year, Moving in the Spirit directly served 262 
youth through our programming, and over 3,000 additional patrons 
through performances and presentations. We served children ages 
3-5 (23%), 5-7 (20%), 8-12 (45%) and 13-18 (12%). Participants were 
82% African American, 11% Euro-American, 3% Hispanic, and 4% 
Multi-Racial. Moving in the Spirit serves diverse populations of young 
people, including those from Atlanta’s most challenged and under-
resourced neighborhoods. With the generous support of our patrons 
and donors, Moving in the Spirit provided need-based scholarships to 
95 participants, many with household incomes below state and national 
poverty levels.



Financial Statement
Public Support and Revenue
	 Contributions	 $ 438,622

	 Government Grants	 $ 74,650

	 Performance and Teaching Fees	 $ 37,533

	 Donated Goods and Services	 $ 43,154

	 Rental Income	 $ 10,980

	 Investment Income	 $ 866

	 Other Income	 $ 2,996

	 Total Public Support and Revenue	 $ 608,801 

Expenses
	 Program Services	 $ 363,832

	 Supporting Services

	 Management and General	 $ 163,026

	 Fundraising	 $ 61,346

	 Total Expenses	 $ 588,204



Program Highlights
The Apprentice Corporation, Moving in the Spirit’s advanced training 
program, reached 14 dancers who received 5 hours of weekly instruction in 
modern dance, improvisation and choreography. They also studied weekly 
at Atlanta Ballet to support their technique. Students created and performed 
choreography for The Rialto Center for the Arts at Georgia State University, 
The Carter Center and Atlantic Station, and were featured performers in an 
evening of professional dance-theater works presented by Fly-By Theatre and 
Ground Delivery Dance. Apprentice Corporation dancers continuously put their 
leadership skills into practice, taking on production responsibilities, working as 
teaching assistants for younger students and serving as representatives to 
the Board of Directors. The company took a 10-day educational tour through 
Georgia and North Carolina, visiting college campuses and sharing their 
uplifting dances with new audiences.

The Junior Company, Moving in the Spirit’s intermediate level company 
for girls ages 8-12, reached 16 dancers who met for 3 hours weekly to study 
modern dance and take part in leadership training. Junior Company girls 
participated in a special collaboration with female athletes from Georgia State 
University, in which the students and athletes generated new choreography 
under the guidance of director and Moving in the Spirit alumna, Corissa Castle 
Wood. Their piece was presented during The Junior Company’s second 
annual production, “You Grow Girl: Blooming into Leadership,” in June. The 
event included remarks by notable female leaders from the community who 
support our young ladies, including Nwandi Lawson, Wendy Binns, Stacey 
Ruth and Atlanta City Council member Carla Smith.

Men in Motion reached 18 boys with 90 minutes of weekly instruction 
in athletic and modern dance styles. Directed by Moving in the Spirit 
alumnus Chris McCord, Men in Motion students received leadership training, 
encouragement from mentors, and exceptional levels of personal and 

academic support. The boys presented their 7th Annual Men in Motion 
show in March 2010, featuring guest artists Daryl Foster and 

Blake Dalton, along with seven program alums who came 
back to serve as choreographers, coaches and performers. 

Additional highlights included performances for The 
Big Kidz Foundation and a 
new “Founding Fathers” 
fundraising campaign initiated 

by Ralph G. Edwards, Jr. of EBS 
Property Investments.



Stepping Stones served 184 children with 60 
minutes of weekly dance instruction. Students learned 
creative movement and modern dance technique, 
and were encouraged to set personal goals and work 
collaboratively as a group. Moving in the Spirit also 
provided Stepping Stones classes to the following 
community partners: The Atlanta Children’s Shelter, 
The Warren/Holyfield Boys and Girls Club, The Ron 
Clark Academy, and NFL’s Youth Education Town. 
Stepping Stones dancers were featured in “Education 
Revolution,” a collaboration with poet Alice Lovelace 
and visual artist Sal Brownfield. Original music for 
the show was created by 16-year-old Moving in the 
Spirit alumnus Charles Bennett and the acoustic 
duo Rising Appalachia. Presented by The Rialto 
Center for the Arts at Georgia State University, the 
performance reached an audience of 668 people!

With the loyalty of our donors, supporters and 
volunteers, Moving in the Spirit has finished a 
remarkable 23rd year of service. Community demand 
for our services reached a historic peak, as we  
served more students than ever before and had 
waiting lists for nearly every class. Moving in 
the Spirit’s community impact was recognized 
nationally by Dance Studio Life magazine, and 
locally by Atlanta Intown and The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. We were highlighted once again as 
leaders in the field of youth development at the 
Coming Up Taller Conference in Washington, DC. 
While the state of Georgia continues to struggle 
with low graduation rates, 100% of Moving in the 
Spirit’s seniors graduated from high school. One 
hundred percent of parents stated that Moving in 
the Spirit encouraged their children to improve their 
communication skills, problem-solving abilities and 
self discipline. Surmounting financial challenges, 
Moving in the Spirit demonstrated exceptional 
leadership and fiscal responsibility. We are proud to 
have finished the year with an operating surplus 
that will be used to replenish reserve funds and 
prepare for growth.



Evaluations
Moving in the Spirit measures outcomes throughout the program 
year, to ensure that all students are fully impacted by our dance and 
educational offerings. Evaluations are administered by Dr. Charné 
Furcron-Mack, a professional counselor and registered dance therapist. 
We are delighted to share this year’s fantastic results:

Students ages 3-7, evaluated through our Pro-Social Checklist, 
showed progress in active listening and focus, cooperating with 

peers and ability to resolve conflicts. The Piers Harris 2 Self Concept 
Test, utilized with youth ages 8-18, revealed improvements in 
students’ self concept, emotional health, intellectual functioning and 
positive behavior. A Modern Dance Technique Assessment revealed a 

40% increase in learned skills.

In the year-end feedback survey, participants stated that Moving in 
the Spirit helped them improve in the following: setting personal goals 
(96%); working hard in school (91%); finding alternatives to violence 
(95%); avoiding drugs (87%); and participating in activities to improve 
the community (97%). 



Board of Directors
Jaimie Hardin, Board President 
Hardin and Associates 
Consulting

Sheryl Bennett, Vice President 
Atlanta City Council

Darin Elkins, Treasurer 
QBZ Consulting

Colie Neidlinger, Secretary 
Community Volunteer

David Felfoldi, Marketing Chair 
Sherpa! Web Studios

�Lori Teague, Program Chair 
Emory University Dance 
Program

�Syd Williams, Development 
Chair, A. Syd Williams Jr. SRA 
Real Estate Appraiser

�

Marlo Orlin Leach 
Adorno & Yoss

Scott Inman 
Profitable Channels

Leah Jackson 
Jack Attorneys & Advisors

Marcia Mayoue 
Mayoue Wealth Management

Craig Robinson 
Cassidy Turley

Annie Archbold 
Centers for Disease Control

Tim Kimble 
Office of the Public 
Defender, 
Cherokee Judicial Circuit

Iza Bella Gustin and 
Ashlee Fussell 
Student Representatives



Faculty & Staff
Dana Marie Lupton, Co-founder and Executive Artistic Director 
Leah Mann, Co-founder and Artistic Director Emeritus 
Genene Stewart, Managing Director 
Dr. Charné Furcron-Mack, Director of Outreach 
Blake Beckham, Development Director 
Corissa Castle Wood, Stepping Stones and Junior Company Director 
Chris McCord, Director of Men in Motion, Camp and Facilities 
Kacey Dennis, Mentor Director and Volunteer Coordinator 
Erin Weller Dalton, Development and Communications Coordinator 
Ellen Maynard, Assistant to the Executive Director

Teaching Artists
Dana Marie Lupton 
Corissa Castle Wood 
Chris McCord 
Erin Weller Dalton 
Dr. Charné Furcron-Mack 
Juana Farfán 
M. DeLa Sweeney

Alina Tillery 
Lillian Ransijn 
Sharon Sibley 
Francine Labiran 
Iza Gustin 
Roscoe Sales



Special Thanks To
Holiday Store Co Chairs:
Colie Neidlinger and Tyler Gardner

Summer 2009 Tour Hosts:
Dougald Monroe III
Dougald Monroe Jr.
John Santa
Crystal Faison
Leah Jackson
Chuck Hicks
Shawn Bowman-Hicks

Fundraising Hosts: 
Ralph G. Edwards Jr.
Gayle Cummings and Jean Redding

Organization Partners: 
FCS Urban Ministries
Atlanta Ballet
Ron Clark Academy
Warren/Holyfield Boys and Girls Club
Atlanta Children’s Shelter
NFL Youth Education Town
Rialto Center for the Arts at Georgia State University
7 Stages Youth Creates

Exceptional Volunteers & Artists
Celeste Miller
Greg Catellier
Sal Brownfield
Alice Lovelace
Susan Eldridge
Nwandi Lawson, Reve Productions
Stacey Ruth, The Wow Factory
Merle Hoch
Kim Trimble
Lori Teague
Ellen Ishino Rankart
Ward Jenkins
Wendy Binns
Randi Williams, Volunteer of the Year
JD Scott, Pioneer Award
James Stewart, Mentor of the Year



Moving in the Spirit Donors
July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010

Transformation ($20,000 - $60,500)
Fulton County Board of
	 Commissioners under the guidance
	 of the Fulton County Arts Council
The Community Foundation
	 for Greater Atlanta

The Zeist Foundation
Watkins Christian Foundation
Erin & Michael Forestner
Sherpa! Web Studios

Leaders ($10,000 - $19,999)
Atlanta Falcons Youth Foundation
	 with support from Teammates for Kids
FCS Urban Ministries
Women’s Sports Foundation
	 Go Girl Go! Community

Lynne & AJ Land
Anonymous
Sara Giles Moore Foundation
Cartoon Network

Stewards ($5,000 - $9,999)
Georgia Council for the Arts
City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs
Jaimie & Peter Hardin
Bloomberg
Hank Aaron Chasing the Dream
	 Foundation
Anonymous

Broadway Across America
RSUI Indemnity Company
Ilene & Phil Candreva
Dewberry Capital
Rie & Byron Harris
Robert & Polly Dunn Foundation

Angels ($2,500 - $4,999)
Wade & Julie Collins
Jean M. Redding
Syd & Randi Williams
Pam Wuichet & JD Scott
Ralph G. Edwards Jr. & The Edwards 	
	 Family Fund
Julie Lanier
The Sartain Lanier Family Foundation

Genene & James Stewart
Kim & Reid Trimble
Atlanta Braves Foundation
Susan & Steve Crain
Mary Rose Taylor
The Atlanta Christian
	 Foundation
William Tooley



Commitment ($500 - $999)

Patrons ($1,000 - $2,499)

Leah Jackson
Church of the Atonement
Oya Benn & Wendell Townsley
Dunwoody Woman’s Club
Mary Lou Harding
Mindy Allen & Nancy Flippin
Colie & Brince Neidlinger
Elizabeth Pearce
Beth & Christopher Jordan
Billy Belding
Anjali Nagrani
Kay Troxell
Timothy Kimble
Blake Beckham

Rosie Stewart
Betsey Beckman
Peter Bowerman
Arthur Brannen
George and Marie Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Bickerton W. Cardwell
Tamisha Clark
David H. & Christine T. Cofrin
Martin Emanuel
Aimee & Nicholas Franz
Lisa Mitchell
Russell Rainey
John G. Wood
Michael & Kelsy Zehfuss

Scott & Leslie Inman
Cindy & Jesse Brown
Steve Olson & Germaine Ehlinger
Elaine & Bob Baillie
Dougald M. Monroe, III
Dougald M. Monroe, Jr.
Ellen Ishino Rankart
AGL Foundation
Dennis & Lavon Chorba
Episcopal Charities Foundation
Clayton Whitehead
Nancy & Jim Cantrell
Big Kidz Foundation
Mark & Ly Douglass
Frank & Sue Bishop
Time To Dine
Bert Ponder
Gayle & Larry Cummings
JoAn Huff
EBS Property Investments
Annie Archbold
Marcia Mayoue
Anonymous

Lori & Mark Teague
Linda Langstraat
Ray & Mary Maynard
Dana & Jeff Lupton
Sheryl Bennett
Sallie Smith
Amanda & Greg Gregory
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Marschalk, Jr.
Dawn Coley Killenberg
David & Donna Allman
Jonathan & Susan Barry
Mitchell & Debbie Brannen
Mr. & Mrs. Joel H. Cowan
Jane R. Davenport
Mitchell Jacoby
Morgens West Foundation
Lisa Newsom
Lanier-Goodman Foundation
Prolific Air-Systems
The John Huland Carmical 
	 Foundation
Kathleen Walker



Friendship ($100 - $499)
Art Schiller
Sally Edwards
Naomi Monge
Thomas & Corissa Castle
	 Wood
Alice Lovelace
Sally & Francis Moravitz
Northwest Presbyterian
	 Church
Tom & Johanna Rackley
Carole K. Simmons
Jim & Laura Green
Deborah Gammill
Andrea Shearer
Margie N. Stockton
J. Hicks Lanier
Waller & Jeanne Dalton
Tyler & Ashley Gardner
Lou Joslin
Maro Cooper
Martha King
Melanie Mauldin
Judy & Bruce Miller
Anne Ossewaarde
Dr. Leon Rodgers
Rachel Robitz
Chris McCord
Kevin & Catherine Barfield
Llewellyn Bell
Virginia Carver
Lynn Cochran-Schroder &
	 Bill Schroder
Barbara McFarquhar
Harry & Sharon Pettigrew
James & Emily-May
	 Richards
The Gendell Family
	 Foundation
Eric Weller
Katie & Jeff Delp
Billy & Melanie Gross
Michele Pearce &
	 Matthew Feldman
Wells Fargo Foundation
Courtney Ingram
Janet & James Baldwin
Walter H. Beckham III
Rita Bentz

Anthony & Anne Cochran
Chris & Allyson Cummings
Anne Fauver
John Gerring
Nena Griffith
Mary Alice Isele
Meg MacLeod
Mr. Thomas Shelton
Lee Sjostrom
Timothy Taylor
Debra Weir
David Felfoldi
Charné Furcron-Mack
Rebecca Evans
Lora Fishman
Prudence Gwabeni
Ron Cholaj
Joel & Grace Barr
Catherine Autry
Kevin Thomas Brady
Ms. Jennifer Delanty
Teresa Dutton
Dottie & James D. Fluker Jr.
Steven Spetnagel
Nina Stratt
Gregory Catellier &
	 Camille Jackson
Leesa Wheeler
Elaine Prophitt
Stacey Lorish
Georgia Federation
	 of Women’s Clubs
Regions Financial
	 Corporation
Stacie Booker
Estroff Protective Services
Lynn & Dean Hesse
Suzanne Sitherwood
Thomas & Anne Wood
Christine Pumphrey
James Pitts
Kenneth & Debbie
	 Alexander
Robert & Judith Allen
M. Lea Barrett
Margaret & Peter Barrett
Angela Beard
Laura Bevins

Bill & Haqiqa Bolling
Radm Peter Booth
Reverend Thomas Bowers
Charles Calhoun
Lisa Cremin &
	 Bruce Harlan
Chrisptopher D. Cummings
Teresa Dalton
Robert & Candice Diggs
W. L. & Eleanor H. Effinger
Mike & Pam Elting
Mark Erba
Constance & Bob Fraatz
Fund for Community
	 Support with thanks to
	 Bob and Peggy Lupton
Anne Geiger
Amy Haynie
Ginny Heckel
Felizitas Hybl
Susan A. Keller
John Kirven
Michael Koski
Kathleen Kurre
William & Carolyn Luesing
Rosemary Magee &
	 Ron Grapevine
Judith McCarthy
John & Sue Mobley
Monty Hamilton &
	 Susan Foxworth
Kristin & Brian Moore
Deborah Myers
Libby & Gene Pearce
Hanifa Rios
Bernard & Rosalie
	 Shepard
Skyline Civitan Club
Ellen Steinberg
David & Alfea Thomas
Ann Walter &
	 Derek Economy
Beryl Weiner
Melanie Williams
Bob Wood
Robert & Sarah Young
Erwin & Judy Zaban



Spirit ($1 - $99)
Ignition
Chris & Rebecca Gray
Karen Townsend
Dante’s Down the Hatch
Jeff Schwind
Students of Georgia State 
	 University
Bob Berg
Jay & Bethanne Brown
Mark Coursey
Thomas Dempsey
Patty & Daniel Hutton
Joan Martin
Frances Carpenter
Damon Elmore
D.M. Forestner
Cindy Vadner
Guy Carpenter & 
	 Company
David Schwartz & Sybil  
	 McWilliams
Yolanda Young
Dee Neidlinger
Nwandi Lawson & Vincent  
	 Hutcherson
Alicia Byrd
Brian & Katharine  
	 Sorenson
Betsy & Tom Hughes
Mark & Georgia Fite
Deborah Alexander
Bill & Michiyo Allen
Marshall & Anne Bachman
Jon & Ashley Baker
Leslie & Mark Barbaree
Carol Binns
Ann Blessin
John & Iris Bolton
John Brewster
Elizabeth Brown
Lloyd & Sandra Clemons
Judith Colbs
Dale & Karen Cross
Nancy Davies
Anyetta Dennis
Martha Duffey
Malcom Estroff
Follachio & Associates

Melba Freeman
John & Andrea Gertz
Leslie Gordon & Blake 
	 Leland
John Graham
Carla Hammond-Smith
Merle Hoch
Countess Hughes
Michael Jackson
Catherine Jeff
Craig & Judyth Johnson
Kim Kregloski
Donald & June Lawson
Kate Lewis
James and Nancy McCord
Kathleen McGraw
Lillian Miller
Deborah Maxwell &  
	 Timothy Mitchell
Martha & William Mitchell
Beverly Moss
Lisa Mount
Doug & Dawn Mullins
Debora Ott
Anne Overstreet
Lynette Payne
Wendell Prescott Jr.
Mark & Lexie Reese
John Seymour
Patricia & Vaughn Smalley
Dr. Marilyn Trigg
Kathleen Turman
Tracy Wertz
Anita Bondi
Celeste Miller & Normando 
	 Ismay
Renel & Brian Jenkins
Leah Mann & Lelavision
Jennifer Thomas
Darin & Elizabeth Elkins
Mary Cook
Edward & Jacqueline  
	 Dettmar
Donna Mall
Julie Schmitz
Betty Taylor
Matthew Veneri
Brian & Susan Banner

Margaret A. Churchill
Chip Epsten
Juana Farfán
Joan Garner
Nate & Melissa Ledbetter
Bentley Marane & Ken 
	 Miller
Lydia Pettigrew & Brent 
	 Roberts
Raymond Reynolds
Vicki Rubel
Bill & Kelley Dial
Steve Kantor
Linda Maxwell
Peggy Miller
Elizabeth Parham
Shandra & Melvin Smith
Missy Taylor
Mary Anne Zacek
Goodsearch.com
Kacey Dennis
Aquilah Ahmad
Aon Foundation
Rebecca Apel
Dr. Daniel Bader
Nancy & Phil Binkow
Mrs. Milton Bracey
Alyson Britt
Christopher Buchholz
Tracy Carroll
Ronnie & Joan Cassell
Grace Cheptu
Carey & Susan Dedeyn
Hazel Edlinger
Brooks Emanuel
David Fingerlos
Karen Foster
Catherine Gilmore
Katherine & Stephen 
	 Gordon
Robert & Judy Hanson
The Home Depot 
	 Foundation
Mellinee Jackson
Gail Johnson
Atiya Jones
Myani Lawson
John & Judy Love
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Brian & Julie Lowring
Daphne Manning
Freddie Manning
Lauren Martin
Abby Mattera
Don & Barbara Miller- 
	 Murphy
Beverly Mills
Khalilah Mitchell
Hellaine Nelson
James & Peggy Norton
Sally Radell & Kerry Moore
Katherine Rogers
Rumph & Associates
Lester Sheran
James & Ruth Vance
Allen Wallace
Carrie Wilkinson
Shechel Williams
Tomeka Williams
Annie Zahradnik
Wanda Nelson Fuller
Mike Adamson
Valeria Arnold
Steve Barkwell
Donna Church

Erin Dolan
Mashunté Glass
Tony Grooms & Pamela 
	 Jackson
Debbie Hatmaker
Renata & Miles Irving
Marissa Jensen
William Kautler
Leela Lanier
Reginald & Janice Lee
Hadley & Lisa Lowy
Rick & Laura Marschalk
Shawna McMillan
Wilson Moore
Mae Morgan
Rosalind Rubens Newell
Jacqueline Rozien
Malanese Sterkins
Gray Stewart
Robert Thomas & Ray 
	 Quinnelly
Lisa Dixon
Lauren Bellamy
Janine & Thomas Bowen
Anne Bullock
Charmaine Gray

Diane Hunter
Mr. & Mrs. Hutcherson
Berri Jordan
Dawn Reed
Alina & Jerome Tillery
Erin Weller Dalton
Renee Cook
Trinitie Jackson
Brenda Ayler-White
Duffy & Amy Beigel
Dr. Wilma Bradshaw
Cindy Brantley
Sandie Brown
Sonya Butts
Katalin Egged
Lillie Epps
Earl Hardaway
Rita King
Alfonza Lewis
Shadie Montgomery
Maria Rouse
Brooke Seybt
Clarissa Wagner
David C. Gibson
Harduirl Higgins
Phyllis Jeter


